
Board Members Others in attendance:

Mayor Neville Nancy Niswender - Clerk Dave Coish- YAWS

Trustee Conger Mike Perkins - Elec Supervisor Sydney Lee - Cortland Standard

Trustee Morey Chad Shurtleff - DPW Suprv.

Trustee Walpole Ted Skibinski-Code Officer

7:00pm Mayor Neville welcomed everyone to the meeting.

Audit of claims and approval thereof.

Trustee Conger made a motion to approve the claims presented for review,

and to adjust the budget as follows:

J0-7145-44 7,050.00                               

J0-2001-4 7,050.00        

The claims paid are covered by the following lists of abstracts of audited vouchers:

Abstract # 4

GENERAL 163,981.20   

WATER 18,242.52      

SEWER 51,796.91      

ELECTRIC 108,569.56   

JOINT REC 5,139.33        

CAPITAL 33,917.89      

Monthly Department Reports:

Electric Department: 

 Supervisor Perkins report was submitted (attached to the minutes)







Department of Public Works

Supervisor Shurtleff  report submitted (attached to the minutes)








Cleaning up streets and checking valves before paving. Milling scheduled for Wednesday and 

paving next week.

Both summer workers are now full time and have their CDL permits and are practicing.

Code letters were sent out for sidewalk repairs and replacements are going well.

Meeting with Health Department - discussed decommissioning #1 Ground well on Conger Blvd. as 

it is not used.

Groton Village Board of Trustees Meeting

Monday, September 22, 2025

Trustee Walpole made a motion to approve the minutes of the August 18th & September 8th Board Meetings, 

seconded by Trustee Morey, carried.

Seconded by Trustee Walpole, all in favor, carried.  

This morning 3 lights are out in the substation.  The cost of the ballast to fix would be more than 

the LEDs.

Cleaning shop and tidying up.

Veterans Flags now down for the winter.



Waste Water Treatment Plant 

Dave Coish - Yaws Report was submitted and reviewed (attached to the minutes)







Joint Recreation

Trustee Conger reviewed the Joint Recreation report (attached to the minutes):


Groton Youth Commission

Trustee Conger reviewed the Youth Commission report (attached to the minutes):

Code Office













Other Items of Mention



7:32pm

7:55pm

No Action taken 

7:56pm

Respectfully submitted,

Trustee Conger made a motion to move into executive session to discuss properties. Seconded by 

Trustee Walpole, all in favor.

Trustee Conger made a motion to move out of executive session, seconded by Trustee Walpole, all 

in favor, carried.

Trustee Conger made a motion to adjourn.

Nancy Niswender

Village Clerk-Treasurer/Administrator

Clerk Niswender reviewed the new building Bond bid results. Low % bidder is Roosevelt & Cross at 

a rate 0f 4.3182% over the life of the 25 year bond.

Trustee Walpole made a motion to adopt a resolution to declare the 2014 John Deere Mower 

surplus equipment and to accept the Auctions International approval of sale of listed surplus 

equipment. seconded by Trustee Morey, all in favor, carried.

Trustee Conger made a motion to adopt a resolution to declare the property at 143 E. Cortland 

Street Surplus seconded by Trustee Walpole, all in favor, carried.

Trustee Walpole made a motion to approve the CDBG Grant Projects, Marlette & Caldwell, 

seconded by Trustee Conger, all in favor, carried.

Action Items

Ted Skibinski - Code Officer submitted his report attached to the minutes.

A phone call resulted in a community clean up at 700 S. Main Street - A great Job.

Unsafe structure - 302 W Cortland - possible interested buyer.

302 Spring St -has buyer. Result from Town Court appearance.

Youth soccer almost 100 kids!

Press went down, other departments helped get it back up.

Still having issues with the creamery.  Testing samples have been too cloudy/thick to process for 

the past 2 months. Trustee Walpole said we can not continue this way any longer - it needs to be 

dealt with now.  Board agrees.  Chad Shurtleff will contact them.

Hired a local vac truck to clean #1 digester. This will be dumped and put in the drying bed to be 

removed with our loads.



























Week 5 - Aug. 4-8
Theme: TALENT SHOWCASE

This week included many different activities, the

Johnson Art Museum came out and made bookmarks

with the campers on Monday. Tuesday we went on a

trip to the electric grid and the court house , the

camp also visited the  plow trucks the students got a

very in-depth view of where Groton’s Energy comes

from. How the court functions and where to get dog

licenses.

Thursday we had some cool activities by many people

from Cornell Cooperative Extension Tompkins County.

They came out to Groton and provided campers with

opportunities to learn how to take pictures with a

prompt, each picture had a target goal.

Campers were taught how to make flash pickles. The

kids enjoyed showing their parents what a great job

they did as many youth had parents triy the pickles at

pick up.

Friday of this week brought the the summer’s talent

show, each youth showed off their talents, a lot of

gymnastics and dancing were involved! 

Groton Rural Youth Service Store

https://campgroton.itemorder.com/shop/home/

Ages 5-7 Total: 18, Males: 11, Females: 7 
Ages 8-13 Total: 22, Males: 12, Females: 10 

Total: 40, Males: 23, Females: 17 

“I learned, being nice is always good for everything” -Ophelia

Life Skills: Communication, Social Skills, Sharing



Campers  enjoyed the last week of Groton

Camp they had a little more time in their age

group rooms which they had been asking for,

the oldest room engage in Dice Thrones and

Crocheting . The 7-9 year old room was

immersed in connect four and  one of our

campers lead a team to create a Lego train the

developed the design themselves.

The last visitors to come to the 2025 Groton

Summer Camp was The Wildlife Rockstars

Organization. The presenters were survivors of

brain injuries, they brought various animals to

camp, for youth to learn about such as a

tarantula, a 3-banded armadillo, hissing

cockroaches, guinea pigs, chinchillas and

more.

The students listened to the presentation

about each creature. Following the

presentation the organization provided a

meet and greet time for the youth to interact

with some of the creatures. 

Week 6 - Aug. 11-15
Theme: CREATURE FEATURE

Ages 5-7 Total: 16, Males: 11, Females: 5 
Ages 8-13 Total: 24, Males: 15, Females: 9 

Total: 40, Males: 26, Females: 14 

“I LEARNED HOW TO FLOAT IN THE POOL”

Life Skills: Wise Use of Resources, 
Conflict Resolution, Learning to Learn, 

Stress Management



CAMPER HIGHLIGHT

Jacoby has has progressed within camp this year.

Jacoby earned an Honor Camper award. It has been

great to see him grow and develop relationships

that allowed him to communicate his needs with

counselors. He loves animals and having rabbits,

chicken at camp made his day.  Next year he is

hoping for a snake to come to camp!

Project Highlight

This year  the Groton Summer Camp hatched
chickens, in the park shed,  the campers were  excited
to watch the development , of special interest was the
candling of the eggs. Youth learned about the
different stages of development. As well as what
temperature and humidity the incubator provide.  The
campers had to take turns learning how to handle the
chickens, as only three chickens were hatched.. It was
awesome to see them share the chicks and teach
others how to hold them properly.

Ronan- “Mr. Keith that was the best idea ever”
(Referencing hatching out chicks)

To the “Power Plants” from CCETC for providing innovative and fun programming, Aly Trombitas,
Marissa Nolan, Siobhin Hall, Ainsley Rothschild, Adam Michaelides, 

Jack Wright and Chris Skawski!

To all of Groton Central School District staff and faculty for the use of the school spaces! To the
custodians and cafeteria staff a special thank you for cleaning and keeping us fed!

For contributions to the Groton Campership fund, the generosity of these organizations, businesses
and individuals made it possible for many families to send their children to camp! 

And last but not least we thank the Groton Youth Commission for their unwavering support and
commitment to the camp! 

THANK YOU
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2025 Groton Summer Camp Parent Survey Results

How well did the 2025 camp hours work for you?

Extremely well Moderately well Not well at all

11

0 0
5

10

15

Responses

What worked well/did you or your youth really like about camp this 
week/summer?

What worked well/did you or your youth really like about camp this week/summer?

Times were great! The option for after care is WONDERFUL!!! Lucas really enjoyed being at camp and interacting with
the counselors and kids. He was sad to have camp end

We love that you swim daily and there were so many field trips and walking trips around the community.

Pick up and drop off times were great.i think Ben overall enjoyed the camp.

Our child was older and had a few overlaps with school sports practices that were held in the same building. I trully
appreciated Keith's flexibility with allowing our son to go to those without us having to leave work to do so.

Sykes Park

Swimming, trips, playground, camp counselors

The adventures, park, outings to the state parks, animals
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What could be improved for camp next week/summer?
What could be improved for camp next week/summer?

Nothing I can think of. REALLY great experience for my son

We were happy. We think it all was great!

I would say a weekly email? Since our kid is older, we get the eyeroll when we ask how camp was. I'm sure there were
many activities they did that we never heard about. No complaints were mentioned either, so thats a good thing!

Do not allow counselors to have their phones. I pucked my child up early a few times and the counselors were on their
phones and not interacting with the children. They are getting paid to interact with the kids, not be on their phones. Not to
mention the safety issue this raises. Then wonder why the kids misbehave. In particular, I was told all the kids call Abby
"phone girl." The kids didn't do crafts this year. Maybe doing activities with the kids would keep the counselors engaged.

More nature and sports activities

Let parents know lunch/bfast menu, better communication about what’s happening everyday since calendar didn’t always
follow

Please enter any additional comments or feedback that you have.
Please enter any additional comments or feedback that you have.

Thank you, thank you Keith, Mr. Lockwood and ALL other counselors! Thank you for the plaques recognizing the
campers. My son really enjoyed camp!!

All of the walking trips and field trips and visitors kept the campers busy each day, it was great! Director and assistant
director helped with any minor issues we had.

Benjamin loved when Blasz Crotchet came a few weeks ago and has mentioned how much he likes Andrew, a counselor

My child loves summer camp! It’s nice to have a safe and reliable place for her to be during the summer.

Loved camp overall this year!! Staff were wonderful!!!!
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