
Board Members Others in attendance:

Trustee Conger Chad Shurtleff ‐ DPW Suprv. Skip Schell

Trustee Morey Nancy Niswender ‐ Clerk  Chelsey Mahany

Trustee Walpole Angela Conger ‐ Deputy Treasurer Margo Martin

Mayor Neville Eric DeForrest ‐ GFD Fire Chief Jesse Norton

Trustee Holl Mike Albro ‐ YAWS Leon Brockway

Lt Troy Boice Pat Albro ‐ YAWS Crystal Young

Steve Teeter ‐ Elec Supervisor

7:00pm Mayor Neville welcomed everyone to the meeting.

The Mayor asked for a moment of silence for James "JJ" Allen who passed away today

Audit of claims and approval thereof.

Trustee Holl made a motion to approve the claims presented for review.

and to adjust the budget as follows:

The claims paid are covered by the following lists of abstracts of audited vouchers:

Abstract #10

GENERAL  43,470.15      

WATER 9,861.68        

SEWER  41,365.21      

ELECTRIC  161,546.31   

JOINT REC 2,878.23        

CAPITAL 250,179.37   

Budget Adjustments

A0‐9950‐09 Tfrs to Misc Capital 6.59                

A0‐5031‐0 Interfund Tfr 6.59                               

CD‐8686‐04 Contractual 10,000.00      

CD‐8668‐04 Contractual 10,000.00                     

G0‐8130‐04 Sewer Treatment Plant 30,000.00      

G0‐0962‐02 Budgetary Provisions 5,000.00                       

G0‐8120‐01 Personal 3,000.00                       

G0‐2120‐1 Sewer Rents 22,000.00                     

Groton Village Board of Trustees Meeting

Monday, March 18, 2024

Trustee Holl made a motion to approve the minutes of the February 20,2024 Board Meeting, seconded by Trustee 

Conger, carried.

Seconded by Trustee Conger, all in favor, carried.  



Monthly Department Reports:

Electric Department: 

 Supervisor Teeter report was submitted (attached to the minutes)







Department of Public Works

Supervisor Shurtleff  report submitted (attached to the minutes)

 Getting ready for spring ‐ sweeper clean up



New Municipal Building Update







Waste Water Treatment Plant 

Pat Albro ‐ Yaws Report was submitted and reviewed (attached to the minutes)











Fire Department

 reported the following:

YTD

Total Calls 240









Governors traffic safety conference at the end of April ‐ Would like to go and take one officer.

Need to discuss future locations of the police building once the old fire station is taken down.

Significant fire structure in Dryden, good ex

March 30th ‐ Easter Egg Hunt at the School

April 19th Career Day at the elementary school.  Taking one ambulance and Fire Truck

Burn Ban 3/16 ‐ 5/14 ‐ Check out the website for details.  They may change dates in the future.

Looking to replace an old police vehicle.  Costs have gone up dramatically ‐ an additional $9,000

Water Leak question on South Main, small leak will check later in spring to find and repair.

Supv Shurtleff mentioned we are working with GHD on completing a permit for Old Chatham 

Sheepherding.  We will need to work with Dave Galton on details and equipment that will be required 

including a meter which we will need to install.  Est cost would be approx. $15,000.

Working with GHD on EPG

Police Department

Lt. Troy Boice Reported

Skip Schell reported on building updates

Site work completion to begin April 1st

Dry Wall work is scheduled to begin on March 25th

Photo documenting interior walls are being done and will be filed for future reference.

Met with Clerk Niswender to discuss contract details.

3/12 & 3/13 Engineering & Accounting Workshop ‐ 3 Electric staff, quite a few classes from stray 

voltage all the way to a  effects of this new AI down the road.  Office staff also attended the 

accounting workshop.

Hearing test done on all from garage, today.

This week planning to put new conduit to new municipal building.









Joint Recreation

Trustee Conger reviewed the Joint Recreation report (attached to the minutes):

Groton Youth Commission

Trustee Conger reviewed the Youth Commission report (attached to the minutes):

Code Office

Presentation & Discussion Items







Public Comments



Ted Skibinski ‐ Code Officer submitted his report attached to the minutes.

Margo Martin ‐ Village to be aware that there is a group of local people that met to become the 

Groton Business and Community Association.  Public meeting late April and Early May and would like 

to have some collaboration with the Village and will be attending future meetings.  Leon Brockway ‐ 

key is in advocacy in local government and advocacy for local businesses.  Will be having key members 

attend local meetings to bring all entities together.  Jesse Norton looks forward to two way 

communication between business owners and organizations.  This will give a forum to discuss this 

information.

Chelsea Mahaney ‐ HS Ag Dept ‐ presented a proposal about using the area for the community garden 

for berry bushes and fruit trees.  Grant funding available to do a pollinator garden and trees for 

erosion control and help the students learn. Trustee Conger has been in touch with the library to 

remove all the items as soon as the land dries up near the end of April.  Then the DPW will then clean 

up the area and the Ag Dept can utilize. The Board agrees to allow the Ag Department to use as long as 

it is taken care of.

Formal recognition and thanks given to the NY Forward Committee ‐   The Village Mayor and Board of 

Trustees formally thanked the NY Forward Committee members for their dedication and time given in 

developing the NY Forward Grant.  

Town Solar project ‐ Town Board Member Crystal Young reported ‐Developers submitted their 

application for special permit and site plan review.  The Town will walk the area with them. Some 

concerns on noise. Panels will move with the sun.  The town will work through the questions from 

residents. Discussion followed on other sites that had been proposed.

Cortland Chamber has mentioned they would like to help promote the grand opening of the new 

building.

Mayor asked if now that the ambulance charges, do you think the number of calls will go down. Some 

of the less urgent calls seem to be down, but have been covering other areas including Bangs.  

Spreading out more.  Critical Care level being phased out.

Trustee Walpole asked if paid ambulances such as Bangs pay for coverage.  Chief DeForrest replied the 

Groton Ambulance gets paid for those services.







8:05 PM

9:00 PM

No Action taken 

9:00 PM

Respectfully submitted,

Trustee  made a motion to adjourn to the organizational meeting on April 1, 2024 at 6:45pm

Nancy Niswender

Village Clerk‐Treasurer/Administrator

Trustee Holl made a motion to move into executive session to discuss employee items, Seconded by 

Trustee Conger, all in favor.

Trustee Conger made a motion to move out of executive session, seconded by Trustee Holl, all in 

favor, carried.

Mayor Neville appointed Rebecca Koenig as permanent Director of Recreation.

Action Items

Trustee Holl made a motion to approve travel for Lt Boice and one other officer to attend the  Empire 

State Law Enforcement Traffic Safety (ESLETS) Conference April 24th & 25th in Bolton Landing, 

seconded by Trustee Conger, all in favor, carried.



Village of Groton 
 
 
Mayor................................................... Christopher J. Neville 
Trustees ................................................ Elizabeth T. Conger 

Michael G. Holl 
Jean E. Morey 
Terrance E. Walpole 

Clerk-Treasurer/Administrator ............ Nancy Niswender 
Dept. of Public Works Supv. ............... Chad M. Shurtleff 
Electric Utility Supv. ........................... Stephen E. Teeter 
Police OIC ........................................... Lt. Troy Boice 
Code Enforcement Officer …………..Ted Skibinski 
Director of Recreation………………..Becky Koenig 

143 E Cortland Street, PO Box 100     Groton, NY  13073 
Phone: 607-898-3966     Fax No.  607-898-4177 
TDD:  New York State Relay 1-800-662-1220 
e-mail:  customerservice@grotonny.org 

 

 

The Village of Groton is an equal opportunity provider, and employer. 
 

Department of Public Works 
February 20 – March 18, 2024 

 
 

Completed Work/Projects: 
 Plow and salt as needed 
 Install a sewer lateral at 165 Cayuga St. 
 Repair the sludge auger at the WWTP 
 Flush storm drains on Barrows St. 
 Replace water service at 307 Barrows St. 
 Complete water main installation on Railroad Ave. 
 Remove spoils and grade the dig area on Railroad Ave. 
 Water samples 
 Read water meters 
 Check miscellaneous problems with the skid steer loader 

 
 

 
Schedule of Work 

 Sewer lateral at the fire station 
 Prep the street sweeper for Spring 
 Repair road signs as needed 
 Start road construction on Railroad Ave. 

 
 
 

  
                                                                                     



The Village of Groton is an equal opportunity provider and employer 

 
 
 
 
 
Electric Department Report 
 
March 11, 2024 
 
 
 
Work Completed  
 

 Inventory 
 Replaced pole 24-3 and set new pole on Railroad Ave. and pulled in new primary wire 
 Chipped brush 
 Plowed snow 
 Inventory of transformers in service 
 Helped DPW with water service on Clinton Ave. 
 Set new pole on Clinton Ave. for new house 
 Cleaned garage 
 Trimmed trees 
 Replaced bad streetlight on W. South St. 
 Replaced radiator hose on police car 
 Took rubber gloves & sleeves to Syracuse for testing  
 Read meters 
 Shut off electric at garage – 157 Cayuga St, 
 Hooked up new service at 301 Clinton Ave. 
 Repaired auger for the sewer plant 
 Stray voltage testing 
 Shut off power so electrician could change breaker at 119 W. South St. 
 Helped DPW install water main on Railroad Ave. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 





Scott Weeks 5:35pm
Present were: Absent
Rec Director Becky Koenig Jennifer Foote-Dean
Scott Weeks Crystal Young

Elizabeth Conger
Angela Conger
Leon Brockway

The  minutes were reviewed from the February 6th  meeting.

Elizabeth Conger
Leon Brockway

Leon Brockway
Elizabeth Conger

Recreation Director Report

See Director Becky Koenig's Report attached

Updates on report

Discussion/Action Items


Open Discussion:

made by: Elizabeth Conger

2nd by: Leon Brockway

Next meeting April 2nd

Submitted by: Note: -Scott Weeks will be in France
Angela Conger
Village of Groton

Deputy Treasurer

None

Groton Joint Recreation Committee
March 5, 2024

called the meeting to order at:

Motion made to approve the minutes by:
2nd by:
carried.

Motion made to approve the financials by:
2nd by:
carried.

Recreation Director Becky met with the soccer committee and said it went well. They said they 
had been doing what we were asking, they just didn't know we needed that information. A 
discussion came up about Joint Rec taking over the registrations and financials. Leon Brockway 
discussed that we need to have a contract of what is expected of the committees and their 
responsibilities, also helps with succession planning for future members. A suggestion was made 
to encompass the registrations of the individual committees with MyRec and charging them a 
contracted fee. It will need to be discussed with Nancy. 

Motion to adjourn to review sports audits at:  6:34pm

The  financials from February were reviewed



baske 

Groton Joint Recreation Committee 
Becky Koenig- Director Report 

March 2024 

Winter Programming 

• Youth Basketball- Last games this weekend. End of season party on Friday

• Wrestling- End of season party next Friday

• Babysitting Course was full and successful-12 participants. Covered by 21st Century

Grant

Spring Programming 
• Cabin Fever- Saturday March 2nd 12-4pm the event.

o 422 in attendance (plus all volunteers @ tables) Adults: 204 Kids: 218

o Roller Skating 150 in attendance-we made $185

• Yoga , Kickboxing, & PiYo running well.

• Adult Co-Rec Volleyball-maintaining 20-24 per night

• Youth Track & Field- Planning now- Rec Director will talk to Scott Weeks about

scheduling.

• Active Aging & Functional Fitness Starts Thursday

o Partnered with GFC

o Meet 2x per week with exercises focused on improved mobility, balance

and strength. (7 already registered)-Around 10 registered and expecting

more walk ins. It was suggested to do an intro class for the 30-50 age

group as well.

• Youth Volleyball Clinic- Starts next week 8 younger group & 11 in older

• Lifeguarding Class- 3 Groton Residents 2 non-residents ($150 fee per participant)

-April 5,6,7th

Summer Programming 
• Confirming Camps-Most camps returning from last year. Adding back Strength &

Conditioning. Discussed doing a 14–18-year group. Leon Brockway offered to help.

• Summer Concerts are all set. Looking to fill one food truck spot

• July 4th DJ is booked. Will book food trucks and contact community organizations for

fundraising opportunities. July 5th at the Elementary School- Looking to have 3 food

trucks and the ice cream truck and possibly a non-alcoholic drink truck. Discussed

including youth organizations for fundraising opportunities.

• LG job will be posted this week. Have four confirmed returning.

Other Planning 
• Working with Camille to set up dance lessons for older pop.-Ballroom, Foxtrot, Waltz.

Looking into possibly doing Line Dancing as well.

• Working with Adrian @ Old Stage Photo to set up adult photography classes in June.-

Will talk to Library and school about computer use to do an editing class.



• Working with Liz @ Groton Library. Applying for a Grant to build a bike repair

station. – The grant would cover around $750; cost of station is approx. $2000.

Discussed asking local businesses to sponsor or contribute.

• Met with Ellard is to discuss the use of the church fields. -Recreation Director Becky

will contact the church and let them know we are looking for four fields and see if they

are willing to allow it before putting more time into it.

o Need four fields to make the project worthwhile-there is enough space

o Ellard getting quotes on cost to level/prep field space

• MyRec software launched. Working well

Grants: 
• Summer Concert Grant: AWARD $2,100 

• Community Celebrations Grant: AWARD $1,200 

• Community Foundation: AWARD $3,500 

• United Way: AWARD $1,500 



GROTON RURAL
YOUTH SERVICES

February, 2024

GRIMM TALES GAMING DAY
The students had a great time at
our gaming day. We played Magic
the Gathering, D&D, and many
board games & 4 square.

Winter Olympics 2024
Egg Race

Events, Meetings & Trainings
 2/1/2024 - Board of Directors Meeting, Zoom, 5pm to 7pm

2/2/2024 - The Winter Olympics Planning Meeting, 12:30pm- 1:30pm
2/6/2024 - Animal Science Training Series, 10am
2/7/2024 - New Staff Orientation Gathering 10am

2/8/2024 - Groton Camp Meeting, 10am
2/16/2024 - Winter Olympics Planning Meeting, 10am

2/23-25/2024 - NYS 4-H Shooting Sports Winter Instructor Training 
2/28/2024 - All-Staff Meeting, 9:30am- 10:30am

2/28/2024 - Coalition for Families: Financial Well-Being, 12:30pm-1:30pm

Grimm Tales Gaming Day
Four Square

Tuesday, February 20, 2024
8:15am-4:30pm 

@ Brooktondale Community Center

Wednesday, February 21, 2024
8:15am-4pm

@ Brooktondale Community Center

WINTER OLYMPICS
Everyone had fun at the Winter Olympics. We 

started with Group games: Tug-o-War, Spoon 
Race Relay, Silly Animal Race, Human Fooseball
& making Flags. The afternoon they had more 

choice of activities: Capture the Flag, Obstacle
course, four square and corn hole.



PARTICIPANT
HIGHLIGHT:
PETER
Peter is a shy individual that 
tends to get anxious very easily. 
He has enjoyed program and is 
even becoming a leader among 
his peers. He tends to be quiet, 
but the more rambunctious youth 
listen to him when he talks. 
Peter is a great influence on 
everyone he plays and learns 
with!

February 23-25, 2024

February, 2024

NYS 4-H SHOOTING SPORTS
WINTER INSTRUCTOR TRAINING

The NYS 4-H Shooting Sports conference taught 
everyone a great deal of information around 
different shooting sport disciplines. Tompkins County 
had 4 Instructors trained, 2 in the discipline of 
Archery including myself.  The whole program 
trained about 100 new instructors from across New 
Yorks State during the weekend.



Register For Free Today:
https://bit.ly/GrotonRYS

February, 2024

CATCH THEM ALL

This session will be a mix of 
activities centering around trading card 

games, crafts, Pokémon go & more.

The Pathfinders
February 5, 2024

Future Events, Meetings & Trainings
-Groton Cabin Fever: March 2, 2024

-Understanding the 4-H Dog Program: March 5, 2024
-Wells College Job and Internship Fair: March 6, 2024
-New Staff Orientation Gathering: Apr 3, May 1, 2024

-Animal Science and Sportsmanship April 9, 2024
-Tompkins County 4-H Duck Race: April 28, 2024

-Animal Crackers: May 4, 2024
-Spring 4-H In-Service: May 15- 17, 2024

Look us up on:
Groton Youth Services

Facebook Page

Tuesdays:  March 5, 12, 19, 26 3pm- 
5:30pm, @The Groton Public Library 

Grades 4th-8th

THE PATHFINDERS
Come explore the outdoors. We will explore 
shelter building, birding, plant identification 

and more. We will also play tons of 
outdoor games and learn songs! 

Mondays:  March 4, 11, 18, 25
3pm- 5:30pm @ Groton Elementary School 

Grades 2nd-5th

https://bit.ly/GrotonRYS


 Cornell Cooperative Extension is an equal opportunity, affirmative action educator and employer

This session we will be learning the 
art of baking. Join Keith in discovering 
unique cultural dishes from around the 
world. Explore new flavors and ingredients while 
cooking and sampling delectable dishes.

BAKING AROUND THE WORLD

Wednesday: March 6, 13, 20, 27
 3pm- 5:30pm @Groton Middle School 

Grades 6th-10th

February, 2024

(315)283-5476 kd528@cornell.edu

Keith E. Davenport  Groton Program Manger

CHARMED
CHAMPIONS

Thursdays: March 7, 14, 21, 28 
3pm- 5:30pm @ Groton Elementary 

School 
Grades 2nd-5th

Grim Tales Gaming Day

Games Galore! Join us for tons of board 
games, outdoor games, and group 
challenges. Bring games you love, 

suggest games want to learn, teach and 
play! 



Board Meeting – March 18, 2024 

Ted Skibinski, Code Enforcement Officer 

Reporting and Accomplishments: 
 

1. 2023/24 Life Safety Inspections completed – 42 

2. Code Violation letters sent in March – 1 

3. Building Permits opened in March – 1 

4. Building Permits closed in March– 1 

5. Active Building Permits – 20 

6. Legacy Building Permits – 5 

7. Registered for Southern Tier Building Official Association in-service 

continuing education, 24 hours of off-site training, four days in June and 

September of 2024.  

 

 

 

 
 
 



From: Ashlyn McCarty
To: Nancy Niswender
Subject: Fw: Grand Opening offer
Date: Monday, March 11, 2024 10:33:48 AM

Ashlyn McCarty
Village of Groton
Customer Service Rep.
143 E. Cortland St. 
Groton, NY 13073
607.898.3966

From: Bob Haight <bob@cortlandareachamber.com>
Sent: Monday, March 11, 2024 10:00 AM
To: Ashlyn McCarty <customerservice@grotonny.org>
Subject: Grand Opening offer
 
Administrator Niswender:

 
Congratulations on the new village building!  I’ve been watching the progress with
anticipation and to learn its nearing completion is exciting and I’m sure you can’t wait to
get in.  Complete Construction Concepts is a very active member of our Chamber and I’m
offering to help promote and be part of the Grand Opening.  We have municipal members
too and a special price for our towns and villages that I’m happy to share and talk about,
but even if you’re not a member we’d love to be part of the celebration.  As I’m sure you
know, many businesses in Groton have relationships with Cortland businesses and we have
long included Groton in our area of reach.  In fact, we have members in seven different
counties.  If you have time to meet and do a quick tour of the new building, I’m happy to
come out.

 
Hope to see it soon,

 
Bob Haight
President/CEO
(607) 756-2814
cortlandareachamber.com

 
 

mailto:customerservice@grotonny.org
mailto:clerk@grotonny.org
http://www.cortlandareachamber.com/
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The Village of Groton is an equal opportunity provider, and employer. 
 

 
 
 
 
Alternate Co-Chair 
 
Nancy Niswender – NY Forward Planning Committee -Village of Groton Clerk-Treasurer/Administrator, 2nd VP 
New York State Society of Municipal Finance Officers, Budget & Audit Committee Member for the Municipal 
Electric Utility Association of NYS. 
 
 
NY Forward Committee Recommendations: 
 
Lela Bones – NY Forward Planning Committee – Village of Groton Landlord- Prior Village Resident  
 
Christine Brennan – NY Forward Planning Committee –Owner of the Benn Conger Inn, Groton Community 
Business Association Member 
 
Leon Brockway - NY Forward Planning Committee – GCS Board, Town Planning Board, Groton Community 
Business Association -VP, Joint Rec Committee, Tompkins County Bank-IS Officer 
 
Margo Martin - NY Forward Planning Committee – Superintendent of Groton Central School, Board Member -
Tompkins County Chamber of Commerce, Ithaca Area Development. Member of Tompkins Chamber Housing 
Taskforce, Groton Community Business Association. 
 
Jesse Norton - NY Forward Planning Committee, Secretary/Treasurer Groton Community Business Association, 
Owner of three local businesses, Pinnacle Building and Remodeling, LLC, Norkov Properties, LLC, and CSS 
Property Solutions, LLC.  
 
Charles Rankin – Former Village Clerk-Treasurer/Administrator. Currently serving on the Village Board of Light 
Commissioners, Zoning Board of Appeals, Comprehensive Plan Committee and the Municipal Building Committee.  
State wide committees include current- NY Municipal Power Agency, Independent Energy Efficiency Program, 
(president), and several past local and state committees. 
 
Frank Heine – Commander of the American Legion Carrington Fuller Post 800, Chair of the Village Planning 
Board and member of the Comprehensive Plan Committee. Several past boards and committees. 
 
Lee Shurtleff – Tompkins County Legislature for District 9 serving on several county committees, Village of 
Groton Historian, Groton Ambulance EMT, Groton & Genoa Volunteer Firefighter, Board of Directors – Groton 
Rural Cemetery, Groton Business Owner. 
 
 

mailto:customerservice@grotonny.org
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